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Formal Letter of Objection – Compulsory Digital ID 
Unlawfulness of Compulsory Digital ID Schemes

Dear Recipient,

I write to object formally to any attempt to compel myself or others to obtain, use, or maintain a digital ID card on any mobile device. Any such scheme would be unlawful, unconstitutional, discriminatory, and amounts to coercion and forced services under UK and International law.

1. Identity Documents Act 2010
The will of Parliament is clear: compulsory ID cards and the National Identity Register were abolished.
Section 1 – Destruction of information recorded in National Identity Register:
“(1) The Secretary of State must make arrangements for the destruction of all information recorded in the National Identity Register within two months of the passing of this Act.
(2) The Secretary of State must ensure that no further information is recorded in the National Identity Register.”
Section 3 – Repeal of Identity Cards Act 2006:
“The Identity Cards Act 2006 is repealed.”

Any attempt to reintroduce an ID scheme by digital means is contrary to both the letter and the spirit of this Act. The National Identity Register made it clear that compulsory ID schemes were not lawful. Forcing people to carry a digital ID is effectively reintroducing a compulsory ID card by stealth.

2. Human Rights Act 1998 (ECHR Protections)
Article 8 – Right to private and family life:
“1. Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.
2. There shall be no interference by a public authority with the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with the law and is necessary in a democratic society…”
A blanket biometric ID scheme cannot be justified as “necessary” or “proportionate.”
Article 14 – Prohibition of discrimination:
“The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground…”
Forcing smartphone-based ID discriminates against those without smartphones (elderly, disabled, low income).

3. UK GDPR & Data Protection Act 2018
Article 9(1) UK GDPR – Special Category Data:
“Processing of personal data revealing… biometric data for the purpose of uniquely identifying a natural person… shall be prohibited.”
Article 5(1)(c) – Data minimisation:
“Personal data shall be… adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they are processed.”
Article 7(4) – Consent:
“When assessing whether consent is freely given, utmost account shall be taken of whether…the performance of a contract, including the provision of a service, is conditional on consent to the processing of personal data that is not necessary for the performance of that contract.”

If refusal results in denial of access to services or penalties, then consent cannot be “freely given” and processing is unlawful.

4. Equality Act 2010
Section 19 – Indirect discrimination:
“(1) A person (A) discriminates against another (B) if A applies to B a provision, criterion or practice which is discriminatory in relation to a relevant protected characteristic of B’s.
(2) …a provision, criterion or practice is discriminatory… if—
(a) A applies… it to persons with whom B does not share the characteristic,
(b) it puts, or would put, persons with whom B shares the characteristic at a particular disadvantage…
(c) it puts, or would put, B at that disadvantage, and
(d) A cannot show it to be a proportionate means of achieving a legitimate aim.”

A compulsory digital ID scheme disproportionately disadvantages the elderly, disabled, and low-income individuals, and cannot be justified.

5. Modern Slavery Act 2015
Section 1 – Slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour:
“(1) A person commits an offence if—
(a) the person holds another person in slavery or servitude… or
(b) the person requires another person to perform forced or compulsory labour…”
Section 3 – Meaning of exploitation:
“… a person is exploited if… they are subjected to force, threats or deception designed to induce them—
(a) to provide services of any kind…”

Requiring men women and children to hand over biometric data, register for digital ID, and carry a smartphone under threat of sanction constitutes forced services and falls under the Modern Slavery Act 2015.

6. Constitutional Concerns – Separation of Powers
The UK constitution is grounded on the principle of separation of powers. Lord Diplock warned in Duport Steels Ltd v Sirs [1980] 1 WLR 142:
“The British Constitution, though largely unwritten, is firmly based on the separation of powers: Parliament makes legislation, the judiciary interprets them, and the executive carries them into effect. It is the function of the courts to ensure that the executive carries out the law and does not exceed or abuse its lawful authority.”

Where government both creates an obligation (legislation), enforces it with fines (executive), and deploys police and courts to punish dissent (judiciary), the separation of powers collapses. This concentration of power undermines the rule of law and veers towards authoritarian governance.

7. International Protections
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 12:
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence…”
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 17:
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence…”

Conclusion
A mandatory digital ID scheme:
· Breaches the Identity Documents Act 2010
· Violates the Human Rights Act 1998 / ECHR (Articles 8 & 14)
· Contravenes the UK GDPR & Data Protection Act 2018
· Creates indirect discrimination under Equality Act 2010
· Amounts to forced services under the Modern Slavery Act 2015
· Undermines the separation of powers and constitutional governance
· Conflicts with international privacy protections

For these reasons, I reject any requirement to obtain or use such a digital ID, and I will consider legal remedies should such coercion be attempted.

Yours faithfully,

……………………………………….
Your Full Name
All Rights Reserved – Without Prejudice
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